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D~. .James L, Liverman

Assistant Aclmmistrator

for Environnlent & Safety

U. S. Ene Ygy Research allcl

Development Acllministration

lVasl~ington, D, C. 20545 BEST COPY AVAIMBLE
Dear’ Jim,

By now you have probably receivecl from Bill Burr a co~y of the

enclosed sta LeImcnt legarcling the Enewctal: cleanup cl~a~~n up by

some of the attendees at las L week’s N4ar shall Islands Workshop.

Although the statement is unsigned, 1 understand that it ;iad con-

siderable support from the tvorkshop attendees and I believe 11

merits your early personal atlention.

AL issue is tile so-call ccl “soil cleanup” c)[ the northeyn isle(s of

lhe~vctak Atoll - an heroic cfforl, at l~ig!~ clollar and en~iron.rmcntal

COSL, which Ivl]l neither rccl Lice the inven Lory of l“lut-oniu~n in tl~e

Ene\velal< ~;cosystei~~ nor, indeed, slSnlflcan Ll y Ino(li[y its availa -

billLy to man.

Because Lhis soil clean[~p cfforl \vas dcvlscd basecl in part upon

ERDA (A KC) guidance, and because ERDA IS colnn~i Ltcd Lo pro f~ic]c

technical ac~vicc and support in ~ts cxccutlon, 1.believe i’~e ilave no

choice hut to su]ojcct i[- to continuous critical revic~v. 00 several

occasions in recent years, members of Imy staff have vcic ccl Ollj cc-

tiolls - espccia]]y to the disposal p].an - 10 he tokl that ‘ rockinf< lIIC

boat al Lhis tim,~” could place Lhe cntl>.c cleanup project in jeopardy.

Today, however, mobi]izalion and dcployImen L arc undel”\vay. Il]cludecl

in Lhis Imobjlizalion are pro fc~siot~al ~men~}jcrs 0[ my stz. j”f It’ho arc

p].aced in lhc position of advising upon anc[ participating In an acLivily
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Unless you Ilave a personal conviction [:hal the cl.lrrcnt] y !IlaIIncd soil

relnovaj aIIci disposal eifort is lhe riS]lL thing to do, 1 u]gc you 10 clirecl

or arrange that it be irnlmcdiately revie~ved. NV slands reacly to assist

you in l-hat rcvie~v in any way you reqtles L.

Sinccrcly,

pJif’Y -——————_”
Mahl’n E. Gales

h4anager

Enclosure:

Untitled Statcmenl.

——, -


